
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

SUMMER SAFETY NEWSLETTER 
 

Well, it’s been manic – far too many incidents, ‘near misses’ reported and inspections of a wide 
range of businesses often uncovering risky or outright dangerous practises! 
 
Beware!  There are indications that the squeeze on Company turnover and profits is causing a 
spiral downwards regarding safe working or even good management in ensuring staff and 
customers, public and sub-contractors are all protected and considered in the way the firm 
operates. 
 
Remember, too, that there are idiots and crazy guys all around us that you simply have to risk 
assess that they WILL do the opposite to what you think any sane person will normally 
do......queue pictures (Thanks Roger!): 

 

 
 

Room too dark? 
 

 
 

Who needs an electrician?! 



 
 

Who needs a competent carpenter?! 
 

The following came on to Sue, our Associate’s, desk recently and provides food for thought on 
automatic gate safety – infomation courtesy of Jackson’s Fences: 
 

The importance of safety on gate automation and ele ctrically operated gates 
 
Gate automation and electrically operated gates: Er rors costs lives! 
 
Last week's reports of yet another tragic incident where a child was killed when she 
became trapped in an electric gate installation, highlight the imperative of adhering to the 
regulatory safety standards stipulated for such automated installations. 
 
All gates must be equipped with at least two different types of safety devices and these 
need to be sited to enable the effective protection of anyone who becomes entrapped in 
the gate at any point in the gate's operation. 
 
The magnitude of not following this advice has been witnessed in the two most recent 
accidents in Manchester and Bridgend, where both installations were automated sliding 
gates.  It would appear that neither of the gates had been fitted with the correct level of 
safety equipment, which would have prevented these horrific tragedies from occurring. 
 
Failure to ensure that any gates that have been installed are fit for purpose, could leave 
your business open to liability in the event of an accident and we would therefore 
recommend that an urgent review takes place and that remedial works are put in hand 
immediately. 

 
I can think of three of our retained clients having automatic gates and there must be another half 
dozen among our regular readers – so please note the above, check and act if necessary!! 
 

I met a fairy today who granted me one wish. 
 
"I want to live forever," I said. 
"Sorry," said the fairy, but I am not allowed to gr ant that type of wish. 
"Fine," I said, 
"Then I want to die when England win the world cup. " 
"You crafty b*****d!" said the fairy.   



 
 

You can’t make it up!! 
 

Can we have a thought, or two, on chemical storage....COSHH. 
(Chemicals and Other Substances Hazardous to Health) 
 
Quite aside from strong rules and regulations it comes down to Common Sense in the workplace 
yet this year we seem to be reporting on, advising on and insisting upon all aspects of the subject 
including ventilated storage, locks, containment and bunds, protective equipment, training and 
COSHH sheet use as examples. 
 
Ok Ok – it’s a boring subject – but get it wrong and you will have to face personnel with burns, 
dermatitis, breathing problems or worse! 
 
Start with the suppliers COSHH sheet – this gives information on storage and use, what to wear 
whilst using same and actual contents of the material – discipline yourself to insist on receiving a 
COSHH sheet every time you order afresh – we have a current situation where the contents / 
information changed but the firm were using an earlier sheet as information....giving problems for 
the management!! 
 
Think about correct store cupboards – including locking away bleaches and detergents (think child 
– think death – think safe practise!); think about giving out training instructions to the staff using 
the products and ensure COSHH sheets are close by the store so that information is to hand and 
that, in an emergency, the fire officer attending, say, can identify what is in the cupboard and act – 
equally, an accident with the product causing a visit to the A & E will, at least, have the product 
information sheet going off with the casualty....... the message is: “THINK – THEN ACT!” 
 

 



Offices are often ignored when considering and producing company risk assessments – this is fact 
and we note it time and again – now why is this? 
 
It may well be true that most offices are not as dangerous as being ‘on the shop floor’ but there 
are many electrical hazards possible, slips and trips plus manual handling, eye damage through 
wrongly sited computer screens (I’m fed up writing ‘Visual Display Units’ – they’re screens – 
Ok?!!) fire point obstructions and chemical hazards, as already discussed – not so safe now! 
 
Consider: 
 
Trip Hazards – keep walkways clear – sounds simple, and should be, but often we find stationery 
boxes on the deck, raincoats dropped beside the desk, handbags scattered around...... 
 
Floor coverings – are they in good order?  Are there scuffed up edges? 
 
Trailing cables – I BET if you cast your eye around and behind chairs, desks and office furniture 
that they are there – waiting to trip over the unwary! 
 
Spillages – have you the means to warn others of a wet floor – are the cleaning crew made aware 
that they need to warn others of the danger in walking on areas being cleaned? 
 
Get warning signs in or arrange for out of hours cleaning – beware! 
 
Storage – so often we find stationery cupboards overflowing and untidy with heavy boxes above 
head height and lightweight documents at waist level – errr?!! 
 
Don’t store boxes directly on the floor and do provide lifting / carrying aids such as trolleys. 
 
Think about the office entrance – it’s raining, snowing (English Summer!) and slush or rainwater is 
brought in on boots and shoes....a slippery floor resulting? 
 
Think ahead and problem solve by ensuring that footwear can be dried here and that mats can be 
changed regularly. 
 
Cleaning staff should be instructed to dry up excess water during these periods. 
 

Risk assess YOUR office TODAY!! 
 

Have a super Summer – make your profits safely! 
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