
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
SAFETY NEWSLETTER – NOVEMBER 2009 

 
Dear Friends, colleagues, clients and readers, 
 
With Christmas fast approaching and the nights well and truly drawn in; with air temperatures 
dropping and winter storms starting; with doom and gloom now a permanent feature of the news 
– what better way to start this month’s newsletter than by the following: 
 

 
 

Well, it is a safety issue! 
 
 

I’m going to have a moan about house keeping at work – and the lack of it – leading to trips, 
slips and falls. 



Several recent inspections on a range of businesses have brought to the fore the ‘blindness’ that 
creeps into the workforce and the management where they just do not seem to notice how 
untidy – and dangerous! – their work place has become – some examples M’Lud: 
 

 
 

Six floors up and with only a scaffold pole edge barrier – the crew left for ‘tea’ with all this debris 
to be negotiated by other work teams 

 
 

 
 

A real ‘COSHH’ nightmare around the back of a workshop – environmental hazard – Yup!! 
 
 

 
 

The management reckoned that this work top was ‘ok’ – spot the hazards! 



 
 

No information on storage conditions, handling, safety first aid... 
 
 

 
 

Trailing leads – this one 440V !! 
 
 

Come on – have a look around your office / shop / factory / workshop..... everything neatly in 
place and with every aisle uncluttered? 
 
No overloading of electric sockets – no ‘spaghetti junction’ of wires? 
 
Stock rooms properly set out with light gear at the top – manual handling reduced down via 
mechanical aids – shelving up to job / weight? 
 
No slip hazards – no tripping points due to unmarked steps, gear left on the ground? 
 
Chemicals in the correct store with COSHH use and storage information clearly displayed? 
 



I bet I could find a problem on YOUR site within 5 minutes – and if I can that means the accident 
waiting in the wings is closer than you think – then you’ll have all the time in the World to have a 
clear up as a Prohibition Order from a HSE Inspector means you don’t carry out any more work 
until you are compliant! 
 

So There! 
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