FEBRUARY HEALTH AND SAFETY NEWSLETTER

| wax lyrical over safety issues that affect us all in business — and then a new
problem arises and gets me madder than ever over ‘fellow man’:

the standard of driving out there!

With the recent spell (if you can call the extreme weather a ‘spell — more like a
‘plague’ of conditions!) of ice and snow falls | was forced to depart warm rooms and
travel a ‘round robin’ of some 1,200 miles in a week.

Now | appreciate that my great age has given me driving experience above the
average and | have great pride in being an advanced driver BUT the conditions were
such that there was no need for the type of dangerous driving | encountered
throughout the trip — mindless idiots stamping down on the accelerator in some mad
belief that by applying more power their vehicle would not slide or skid around on the
ice layer underneath!

Let's brake hard instead of ‘planning’ a steady stop procedure....with the inevitable
bump and shunt into the car in front — leaving blocked road conditions, more delays
and grief!

On a construction site that is properly managed these days — you do not use a tool or
site vehicle without proper training — just because someone has passed a driving test
(and some haven't!) does not mean they immediately qualify to drive in the Swedish
Road Rally Championship.....come on — please make sure your staff have the skills
to cope with extremes — or keep them off the road and CERTAINLY clear of me!!!

(Having made my play here — I'm bound to stuff my vehicle now!!!!)
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You all know my hatred of step ladders — but then....!!!!

Working at height takes on new meanings at times!

Caught on camera as this ‘Sparkie’ lays out a public address cable system at a public
function then decides to bury it in order to prevent a trip hazard — immediately giving
himself very good odds on losing some toes, a stabbing of his ankle maybe, loss of
his manhood, one hopes?!!

My nagging away on sites, in factories, shops and offices will continue until
somebody can come up with a way of getting some of our brethren to engage their
brain into at least first gear instead of neutral — or am | back on to the driving
standard moan again?!



| do remember writing about a year ago that — maybe — we should actually
encourage stupidity at work and drop all health, welfare and safety Laws and
legislation.... This way we can quickly and swiftly eliminate all the plonkers out there
since they will wipe themselves out in a matter of days — then safety policing and
controls will be a thing of the past as only workers who subscribe to ‘Common Sense’
actions will be left to look after themselves — stands to reason really!

Now study this carefully please....

“Wanna job? Cheap demolition Company seeks JCB driver with a head for heights —
good pay whilst alive!!”

So don't ever — EVER - tell me that health and safety management is a waste of time
and money — | do not care if these morons wipe themselves out — it's the paperwork
they create and the mess on the ground to be cleared up by some poor cleaner —
plus the fact that someone has to knock on the door and inform the wife, kids and
family friends that “Due to an accident at work...” he ain’t coming home!!

You want to cut corners and save a couple of bob on costs?

Not on my patch you don't!!



