SAFETY NEWSLETTER — OCTOBER 2009

The year is scooting past and suddenly its mid October and the newsletter is late — apologies
to some of my ‘regulars’ who have contacted me with various digs and jibes — it seems it is
being read and, | hope, acted upon when | have a ‘go’ at various bad practises and common
faults found in my travels!

The latest horror story | have for you all concerns simply “Bad Housekeeping”.

| simply couldn’t believe my eyes, recently, whilst attending a workshop inspection — trip and
fall hazards, electrical danger with leads and broken sockets, obstructed gangways, no
emergency exit signage, rubbish scattered everywhere, grease and oil spills....... and this is a
large vehicle operator!!

| can’t even post up photos since it will identify the Company but, in truth, it should be ‘Name
and Shame’ since they are overdue for a major accident because the ‘management’ have lost
control of their operation and work crew just can’t be bothered to clean up or look after safety
matters — in this day and age how Dickensian can you get?

Makes me damn mad!!

That makes me feel better!
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Back to the plot — Good Housekeeping (or lack of it!):

Look to your operation and look objectively at your storage and layout.

Are gangways and exit routes clear and unobstructed?

Are aisles marked and all necessary emergency signs in place and cleaned?

Emergency lighting?

Are your shelving and racking strong enough for the load?

Have you made sure that only light loads are at shoulder height or higher?

Manual handling — can you reduce stock movements down to mechanical methods rather than
manual?

Have you fully risk assessed storage methods — and logged it?

What training of staff in good housekeeping have you done in, say, the last 12 months? (!)

Are chemicals and oils, solvents etc. properly stored? COSHH information sheets readily
available? Protective wear (gloves, eye protection, respirators etc) to hand?

Do you need to store all that spare gear — how about a ‘spring clean this Autumn?!

Are floors clean and non slip?

That'’s just for starters!!

Housekeeping — Good Housekeeping — is a true mark of good and professional management — so look
to it and do something about any bad habits found!
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Safe working in the UK?

We're still in the dark ages at times — study the ‘temporary’ foundations!!!



A professional banksman at work — ensuring he can see every angle of the lift — now why didn’t | think
of that? Because | wish to survive a while longer!!
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