
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
FEBRUARY 2010 SAFETY NEWSLETTER 

 
Some you ‘London Area / Southern England’ guys and girls may well remember the devastating 
fire that wiped out the ‘New Look’s’ Premier Store in April 2007 – very luckily no one was killed 
but the investigation and court action now completed has stated that this was ‘more by luck than 
judgement’. 
 
It seems no staff had had any training or test evacuations; they had no idea how to tackle the 
outbreak – they did not know how to evacuate safely – and had not even called Fire and Rescue 
Services – a neighbour did!  
 
There was no risk assessment in place, required by Law under The Regulatory Reform (Fire 
Safety) Order 2005 – now read the consequences: 
 
They are fined £250,000.00 for failing to supply a suitable fire risk assessment; 
Plus 
£150,000.00 for failing to train staff adequately 
PLUS 
£136,052.00 costs 
 
This is the largest fine served under the Fire Safety Order to date and was so high because the 
Company breaches of the Law endangered the lives of so many. 
 
So.............what are you doing / planning / training / complying in relation to the Law? 
 
Fancy a similar court action??!! 
 
 

 



Next – emergency exit signs: 
The question we keep getting is “Do we need to change them?” 
 
Many Companies are being targeted by salesmen indicating that their signs do not meet 
European standards. 
 
OK – first of all check your signs anyway – are the emergency routes clearly marked and the exit 
doors correct and have signage - I say this because most of our inspections find that they are 
NOT!!  
 
Next – there are available two styles of signs and both can be used – although our advice is not 
to mix them (I can’t see that you would be hauled ‘over the coals’, though, even if you did!) 
because it is stated not to do so: 
 
One is British (BS5499 if you want chapter and verse!) – this is the ‘running man’ type exiting a 
doorway whilst in the European one our ‘running man’ symbol is on it’s own – both in white and 
on a green background. 
 
Our advice to you is that if you do have mixed types then call a ‘tool box’ talk and make sure 
they know that if they do look slightly different that their meaning is the same! 
 
Personally I wouldn’t waste special time on this as most crew should be able, surely (?), to work 
this out themselves (!) – include it in your next emergency test evacuation post talk – and 
remember ‘New Look’s’ total of fines relating to training!!! 
 
Questions you just can't answer... 
 

Why doesn't Tarzan have a beard? 
 

Why do we press harder on a remote control when we know the batteries are flat? 
 

Why do banks charge a fee on 'insufficient funds' when they know there is not enough? 
 

Why does someone believe you when you say there are four billion stars, but check when you 
say the paint is wet? 
 

Whose idea was it to put an 'S' in the word 'lisp'? 
 

What is the speed of darkness? 
 

Why is it that people say they 'slept like a baby' when babies wake up every two hours? 
 

If the temperature is zero outside today and it's going to be twice as cold tomorrow, how cold will 
it be? 
 

Why is there a light in the fridge and not in the freezer? 
 

If quizzes are quizzical, what are tests? 
 

If corn oil is made from corn, and vegetable oil is made from vegetables, then what is baby oil 
made from? 
 

Why do the Alphabet song and Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star have the same tune? 
 



Stop singing and read on.......... 
 

Does pushing the elevator button more than once make it arrive faster? 
 

Another one across our desk – “Is it safe to inflate tyres with Nitrogen?” 
 

This came about when a van driver took his vehicle to a tyre repair centre and was concerned 
when informed that the tyre had been inflated with a mixture of air and nitrogen. 
 

A justified concern? 
 

Not at all!! 
 

Perfectly safe and the aircraft industry (and motor sport) have been doing it for years – it 
evidently negates the issue of a slow deflation. 
 

This practise is becoming more common all the time. 
 

So there! 
 

 
 

Anti splatter face mask for welding / gas cutting – Chinese Style! 
 
10 out of 10 for wearing a hard hat and gloves.  I’ve found plenty on sites over here that fail on 
those items!! 

 
Have a good and safe Month – and check out your Fire Risk Assessments – any premise that 
opens up to the public / communal areas must have a full inspection and risk assessment.... and 
compliance came into place in 2005!! 
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